
From: Kevin O'Reilly <monitor1@yk.com> 

Date: Fri, Jan 30, 2015 at 10:38 AM 

Subject: re: Agency Files Additional Comment on the AEMP Design Plan Update for Lynx 

Project--Monitoring of Fugitive Dust Effects from Lynx Project 

To: Ryan Fequet <rfequet@wlwb.ca>, Elissa Berrill <eberrill@wlwb.ca>, "Denholm, Eric J" 

<Eric.Denholm@ekati.ddcorp.ca>, "Lee, Claudine A" <Claudine.Lee@ekati.ddcorp.ca> 

Cc: Kate Witherly <Kate_Witherly@gov.nt.ca>, Robert Jenkins <Robert_Jenkins@gov.nt.ca>, 

james.lawrance@aandc.gc.ca, Veronique d'Amours-Gauthier <veronique.damours-

gauthier@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>, Sarah-Lacey McMillan <Sarah-Lacey.McMillan@ec.gc.ca>, 

Matthew Seaboyer <Matthew_Seaboyer@gov.nt.ca>, "Fox,Dave [Yel]" <Dave.Fox@ec.gc.ca>, 

Tee Lim <teewern.lim@gmail.com>, Luigi Toretti <ltorretti@qiniq.com>, Peter Unger 

<lkdfnlands@gmail.com>, Randy Freeman <rfreeman@ykdene.com>, Shin Shiga 

<shin.shiga@nsma.net>, Sjoerd van der Wielen <SjoerdvanderWielen@tlicho.com>, Tannis 

Bolt <projofficerkia@qiniq.com>, Todd Slack <tslack@ykdene.com> 

 

The Agency submitted one comment on the AEMP Design Plan update in relation to Lynx 

Project as follows: 

  

Comment: With a new pit and associated access road to be operated within 2 km of Lac de 

Gras, it seems likely that there will be some dust deposited in the area of Lac de Gras closest to 

the pit and downwind of the pit operations. It would be helpful to know what these effects may 

be and to establish a baseline before development begins at Lynx. This could then be compared 

to conditions after construction and operations begin.  

Recommendation: DDEC should be directed to establish a new AEMP station sited within the 

northeast arm of Lac de Gras near the Lynx pit. The siting of the station should be guided by 

prevailing downwind conditions and proximity to the footprint of the Lynx development area. 

Sampling should begin as soon as possible with open water conditions in 2015 to help establish 

baseline conditions, and continue until closure. The sampling should include water, biota and 

sediments. Sampled water quality and sediment variables should include TSS, nutrients and 

metals. The Agency understands this may be somewhat precautionary, but we believe this would 

be helpful because: (1) DDEC is committed to a precautionary approach by the Environmental 

Agreement and (2) the results of the monitoring we propose would serve well in the event that 

Jay is approved. 

  

DDEC responded on January 26, 2015 as follows: 

  

DDEC disagrees that an additional AEMP sampling location in Lac de Gras is required at this 

time. Dustfall monitoring falls under the purview of the Air Quality Monitoring Program 
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(AQMP), which is currently being updated in order to accommodate the work planned at the 

Lynx development.   Dustfall monitors near the shore of Lac de Gras downwind from the Lynx 

development will enable the estimation of any potential effects to the aquatic environment and 

the institution of aquatic monitoring on an adaptive management basis should there be any 

indication of likely effects. Baseline and future monitoring requirements for the proposed Jay 

Project are currently the subject of review by the MVEIRB and, as such, should not be a factor in 

WLWB decision-making for the Lynx Project.     

  

In light of DDEC’s response, the Agency today filed an additional comment and 

recommendation through the on-line registry system as follows: 

  

Comment:  The Agency noted DDEC's January 26 response to our recommendation for an 

AEMP station in Lac de Gras. The Agency supports improvements and updates to the 2009 Air 

Quality Monitoring and Management Plan.  However, that Plan does not reflect the sampling 

locations used in the 2011 Air Quality Monitoring Program Report and further improvements 

that the company committed to in response to the Agency’s review of the 2011 Report by 

SENES Consultants.  It is unclear whether DDEC intends to only place dustfall collectors near 

Lynx and whether any snow or vegetation sampling is anticipated.  It would also be important to 

have an updated Air Quality Monitoring and Management Plan well before any work is carried 

out at the Lynx site.  Even with such monitoring in place, the Agency remains concerned with 

possible changes to water quality in nearby Lac de Gras. 

  

Recommendation:  DDEC should provide a firm date as to when it will distribute an updated 

version of its Air Quality Monitoring and Management Plan that takes into account the Lynx 

Project and other improvements in air quality monitoring and management.  Time should also be 

allowed for engagement with other interested parties, especially GNWT.  The changes to the 

Plan with regard to the addition of the Lynx Project should include details on dustfall sampling 

and locations, and whether snow and vegetation sampling will also be conducted.  This date 

for  comments and a formal review should be concluded well in advance of work at the Lynx site 

to ensure proper air quality monitoring before the project begins.   

  

The Agency looks forward to a response from DDEC. 

  

********************************************************************************************************* 

Kevin O'Reilly 
Executive Director 



Independent Environmental Monitoring Agency (for the Dominion Diamond Corp. Ekati Diamond Mine) 
Office Address:   
Suite #203, 5006 Franklin Avenue (upstairs near the old 'The Champagne Room' restaurant) 
Mailing Address:   
P.O. Box 1192, Yellowknife NT  X1A 2N8 Canada 
Ph:  (867) 669-9141 
Fax:  (867) 669-9145 
e-mail:  monitor1@yk.com 
website:  www.monitoringagency.net 
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