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April 14, 2008
Zabey Nevitt
Executive Director
Wek’èezhìi Land and Water Board

 #1-4905 48th Street
Yellowknife, NT  X1A 3S3

Re: BHPB Water Licence Renewal Application – Sable Pigeon Beartooth MV2001L2-0008
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC), Environment Canada (EC) and Fisheries and Oceans Canada (FOC) would like to request that the Wek’èezhìi Land and Water Board consider amalgamating the two existing Type A Water Licences currently held by BHP Billiton Diamonds Incorporated (MV2003L2-0013 and MV2001L2-0008).
This recommendation has been made in the past during the renewal of BHP Billiton Diamonds Incorporated (BHPB) original Water Licence MV2003L2-0013 (previously N7L2-1616).  The federal position on this matter, including that of other interveners, is that the entire Ekati Mine be governed by a single water licence.  It is our opinion that one licence would provide better clarity, consistency and certainty for all those involved.  We feel this is warranted for the purposes of administrative and operational efficiency.  The terms and conditions of the expiring licence could be reviewed and harmonized with those of the main licence (MV2003L2-0013) as appropriate.
If the WLWB feels further discussion on this matter is warranted, perhaps a separate process could be developed to make a determination in this regard prior to establishing a review process for the Sable, Pigeon and Beartooth renewal licence.

We look forward to a response to the above proposal.  Let us know if you require any additional information or seek clarification on this request. 
Sincerely,



Sincerely,



Sincerely,

David Livingstone







Marc Lange
Director








A/ Area Director
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