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BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc. bhpbllllton

BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc.

#1102 4920-52" Street

Yellowknife NT Canada X1A 3T1
Tel 867 669 9292 Fax 867 669 9293
bhpbilliton.com

December 17, 2007 File: 4.6.3.1

Fisheries and Oceans Canada
101 — 5204 50" Ave
Yellowknife, NT X1A 1E2

Attention: Mr. Bruce Hanna, Habitat Biologist

Re: Winter Water Withdrawal Submission for on-ice Drilling Program at Lac du Sauvage and
Lac de Gras near EKATI Diamond Mine

Dear Mr. Hanna;

This letter is provided to meet the information requirements of DFO’s Winter Water Withdrawal
Protocol and to seek DFO’s review. We have provided separate notification to DIAND and WLWB
of drilling activities pursuant to Land Use Permit MvV2002C0040.

Based from Misery camp, it is anticipated that the crews supporting the temporary road
construction and camp support activities will begin work on the 2™ of January 2008.

Commencing approximately early-March 2008, BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc. will be conducting
diamond drilling, requiring the use of under-ice water from Lac du Sauvage in the vicinity of
Cardinal and Jay Pipes located 2 km and 5.8 km NE of Misery Camp respectively, and on Lac de
Gras south of Lynx Lake, approximately 10 km south of Misery Camp (Figure 1).

Core diamond drilling will use one LF90 hydraulic diamond drill. Drilling is scheduled to begin in
mid-March and be complete by mid-April (weather and road conditions dependent). It is anticipated
that up to five holes will be drilled. It is estimated that the drill will use 68 m®/day of fresh water. A
map including available bathymetry at each drill hole is provided (Figures 2-5).

Diamond drill program (Lac du Sauvage): 28 days x 68 m*/day= 1,904 m®

Diamond drill program (Lac de Gras): 14 days x 68 m*/day= 952 m®

Lac du Sauvage and Lac de Gras are both very large water bodies, with surface areas estimated at
68,445,000 m* and 577,757,000 m® respectively. Because of the large estimated lake capacities,
and the anticipation that our diamond drilling program at the lakes will use only 1,904 m® and 952
m? respectively, we would like to request an exemption from the Winter Water Withdrawal Protocol
for this program.



We trust that the above information meets with your requirements. Please contact the undersigned
at (867) 669-6156 should you have any questions.

Yours Sincerely,
BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc.

Qe Ela

. \_LAura Tyler
f Manager — Environment, Community, Communications and Planning
EKAT! Diamond Mine

\.
j

Attachments

cc: Mr. Ryan Fequet — Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board
Mr. Bill Ross — Independent Environmental Monitoring Agency



Figure 1 — Jay area, Cardinal area and south of Lynx lake; proposed targets, sump locations.

(385000 OO0

(S 2% LN g

Distances From Misery Camp
27.8 km Misery to Ea 303
27.8 kin Misery to Ea 302
234 km Misery ta Cardinal
26.3 km Misery to Bat 11

8.2 km Misery to 301

O Propesed DDH Coordinates

Ea 301 . X 533000 Y 7157921
Ea 302 . X 542218 Y 7165034
Ea 303 . X 542204 Y 7165025
Bat 11 - X 547501.7 Y 7163289
Cardinal — X 545630 Y 7162950

@ Sump G - X 545337 Y 7163001
(Approved and USED 2007)

@ SumpE - X540163 Y 7165717

(Approved and USED 2005)
1S58 54 0B 549800
Minerals Exploration Gri
Scale 1 75000 Spur Road Distances (Red Lines) __BHEGulon Bkt Diamonds
w0 oo 26 saoa 2008 EKATI Winter Program
e Ea 301 - 06 km EA 301,302,303, Cardinal and Bat 11
metres Ea 302 - 24 km Road Access Route and Surng Locations
Ea zﬂa l— zl‘tlkl-r(“ Proposed 0D Hales
ardinal — 1.0 ki = :
Cardinal to Bat 11 —1.6 km tap 122400 -

Compllad by )Walt Arch g
Srarastise MUTIE—— Dl Med 55




Figure 2 — Jay area bathymetry and planned diamond drill targets
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Figure 3 — Cardinal area bathymetry and planned diamond drill target
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Figure 4 — Cardinal area bathymetry and planned diamond drill target BAT11
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Figure 5 — Bathymetry south of Lynx Lake and planned diamond drill target
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