[image: image1.png]


Environment     Environnement

Canada              Canada


Environmental Canada

Prairie and Northern Region

#301 - 5204 - 50th Ave

Yellowknife, NT  X1A 1E2

Ph, (867) 669-4735

March 19th, 2007









Our File:    4780 005 110 020

Wek’eezhii Land and Water Board
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Attention: Sarah Baines



By email: sbaines@mvlwb.com
Re:  
Ekati Mine- Review of Interim Closure and Reclamation Plan: Parts 1 to 5 and Appendices A & C
On behalf of Environment Canada (EC), Savanna Levenson and I have reviewed the above sections of this document.  Parts 1 to 5 of the document include the Executive Summary, Introduction, Scope, Project Background and Mine Overview.  Appendices A & C include Terms and Definitions and the Closure Objectives and Criteria.  
The sections reviewed provide the background to the review of individual components, and as such, EC does not have concerns with these sections.  Comments and recommendations on closure configurations, objectives and criteria will arise in our review of the individual mine components in Section 6 of the ICRP.

With respect to the Appendix A, we did note quite a few of the definitions could be clarified (examples follow).
Bioaccumulation:  The process by which chemicals build up in the food chain from water contamination or through the consumption of food containing chemicals.
Suggest:  An increase in the concentration of chemicals in organisms, from sources in food or water.
Biodiversity:  An expression that describes the relative variability of organisms or species that exists within an ecosystem, on a local, regional or global scale.
Suggest:  The variety of organisms found within a specified geographic region.

Appendix C refers to water quality discharge criteria, and in the course of working through Section 6 there will need to be further discussion of the parameters and numbers cited in Table 15.  These limits will need to be evaluated in terms of the receiving environment water quality, and in terms of loadings which will occur over time.
We note that fish barriers are proposed for open pits, and expect there will be further discussion on how the pits will function post-closure.  There should be contingency planning done for aspects of uncertainty with respect to water quality and meromixis, and it is acknowledged in the body of the ICRP (Section 8) that further investigations are needed.  Similarly, diversion structure closure will be subject to validation of the proposed configuration, and BHPB should have a contingency plan in the event the channels do not perform as anticipated without ongoing maintenance.  We anticipate there will be considerable discussion of these aspects on a component-by-component basis.
Table 62 in Appendix C, Row 3, Column 2 “Physical Stability” – the second bullet should be amended to say “…and no expected erosion…”, also on Table 62 in the main document.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (867) 669-4735 with any questions or comments regarding the foregoing.

Yours truly,

Anne Wilson
Water Pollution Specialist

Environmental Protection Operations
cc:  
Carey Ogilvie (Head, EA-North, EPO)


Mike Fournier (Coordinator, EA-North, EPO)

Savanna Levenson (Environmental Assessment Specialist, EPO)
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