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Dear Sarah Baines:

BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc. (BHP) Interim Closure and Reclamation Plan (ICRP), Section 1 Working Group Review

ENR has reviewed Working Group Section 1 of the ICRP which included the following sections; Executive Summary, Introduction, Scope, Project Background, Mine Overview, Appendix A -Terms and Definitions and Appendix C - Closure Goal, Objective and Criteria.  

Section 1- Executive Summary

The specific content of the Executive Summary will be addressed and reviewed in later sections of the plan. 

Section 2- Introduction

The proponent provides a clear time line of regulatory requirements from date of diamond discovery to present. In addition, regulatory conformance in regards to Water License (MV2003L2-0013) and Water License (MV2001L2-0008) is presented in an organized and useful manner allowing quick reference to applicable sections within the plan. 

Section 3- Scope

3.1 Terms and Conditions

The proponent defines closure goals, objectives and criteria within this section, however specific detail is not provided. Appendix C should be referenced here. 

3.2 Community 

3.2.4 Traditional Knowledge in Closure and Reclamation 

The proponent identifies areas where traditional knowledge information and suggestions can be incorporated in to Closure Planning such as preventing fish access into pit lakes, and the design of wildlife access ramps from waste rock storage piles. Taking into account the considerable amount of community consultation over the years, why hasn’t this traditional knowledge been incorporated into the current plan for these specific issues?

Section 4- Project Background

Sections 4.1-4.7 provide adequate information to allow the reader to gain a good understanding of the general natural conditions of the Site area. 

Section 5- Mine Overview

5.3.2 Underground Mining

The proponent identifies that kimberlite ore will be extracted from the Panda pipe by sublevel retreat method (SLR) and ore extracted from the Koala pipe will be carried out by sublevel cave method (SLC).  It is indicated “with the SLR method, a portion of the ore is left in the stope, to reduce the requirement for remote controlled extraction, and to provide a measure of protection for personnel and equipment from waste rock failures in the pipe/pit walls, as well as control ventilation through the draw points. At the conclusion of mining, the amount of ore removed is essentially the same as SLR”. Should this read SLC? Also, if both methods produce essentially the same results, why is the SLC method used? Perhaps a short explanation identifying why a particular method is used for the respective pipes would be useful to include here.

5.6 Waste Management

The proponent indicates that there are three incinerators located on site: Accommodations Complex - food/office waste and waste grease

Waste Management Building - waste aerosol cans and oily rags

Process Plant-

It is not indicated in this section what the waste stream is for the process plant. 

It is also noted that industrial bins for plastic, glass, steel etc are located throughout the site. These bins are monitored to ensure that only approved wastes are disposed of, however once the bins are full they are taken to the landfill. Considering the size of operations at EKATI, ENR encourages BHP to administer a recycling program rather than have recyclable material being deposited at the landfill. If a program is in place or anticipated, details should be included here. 

Appendix A- Terms and Conditions

ENR recognizes the considerable amount of work required in identifying and developing the large list of terms and definitions into Inuinnaqtun, Inuktitut, Tlicho and Chipewyan languages. ENR anticipates the outcome of this work will be used to assist future projects for both BHP and others. The English definitions provided are highly technical, perhaps simplification of them would be beneficial. 

Appendix C- Closure Goal, Objective and Criteria

Tables 21 to 26 do a good job in presenting closure objectives in relation to each mine component’s closure criteria, however more detailed and specific closure criteria is required in order to evaluate whether or not the closure goals have been met. 

By including the Appendix C information into the body of the plan, under section 3.1 Terms and Conditions, it assists the reviewer in two ways. Firstly, it will provide supporting information to the definitions for reclamation goals, closure objectives and closure criteria provided in this section. Secondly, it will provide the reader with an all-inclusive picture of the final closure goals prior to reading subsequent sections, allowing for a more comprehensive examination of closure options. 

Should you have any questions regarding the above please contact Erika Nyyssonen, 920-3118. 


Sincerely,
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Erika Nyyssonen


Industrial Technologist (Mining)
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