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PO Box 28

Lutsel K’e, NT   X0E 1A0

Ph. (867) 370-3197 or 370-7009

Fax (867) 370-3143

Email: lutselke_wle@yahoo.ca
July 25, 2007

Mr. Zaby Nevitt

Executive Director - Wek’eezhii Land & Water Board

Box 32,

WEKWEETI, NWT

XOE 1WO

Dear Mr. Nevitt,

Re:  July 27, 2007 comments due on BHPB ICRP.

The Lutselk’e Dene 1st Nation at this time endorses the IEMA comments on BHPB ICRP.  

The Lutselk’e Dene 1st Nation as defined by Lutselk’e Dene 1st Nation doesn’t have the capacity or resources to participate meaningfully in the process and feel that we are in a situation where we are being placed considerably in a unaccommodating violating position in regards to our Treaty and Aboriginal rights.  

Lutselk’e Dene 1st Nation has a consensus decision making process.  This process has many discussion and meeting levels for each member’s involvement to agree or disagree on issues.

Lutselk’e Dene 1st Nation are Denesoline Yati Dene and therefore has members who are unilingual in our language.  Members need to understand the content of all information and material before they can have an input into the community position.

Lutselk’e Dene 1st Nation has informed the IEMA and BHPB and Regulatory Authorities of our need for resources to participate meaningfully in this process but no remedy has been offered to us.

Lutselk’e Dene 1st nation has three agreements with BHPB; Environmental Agreement, Socio-Economic Agreement and Impact Benefit Agreement.  These Agreements were done in good faith by us and we understood that they would assist us in safeguarding our people, environment and wildlife.  These Agreements were also setup so that we would be fully involved but we seem to be side stepped by the very mechanisms that oversee the Agreements.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Nuwenene baidixa,

Ms. Florence Catholique

Acting Manager – WLEC

c.c.
file


Mr. Charlie Catholique…Chairperson – WLEC

Ms. Zoe Raemer, Acting Regional Director General – INAC


Mr. Kevin O’Reilly, SAO – Independent Environmental Monitoring Agency

